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PREFACE 

 
 

I am pleased to present the 2011 Vital Statistics Annual Report, issued by the Division of Public Health's 

Delaware Health Statistics Center. 

 

This report features statistics that are essential to identify and understand the challenges facing Delaware as 

it strives to improve the health of its residents.  Our challenges are significant, and include the reduction of infant 

mortality, promoting healthy lifestyles to reduce morbidity and mortality due to preventable diseases, and closing the 

health disparities gap that exists when comparing racial and ethnic groups.  To meet these challenges, we must 

measure outcomes and monitor trends to learn what we can do to improve the quality of life for all Delawareans.   

 

The 2010 Delaware Vital Statistics Annual Report presents a wide variety of data and statistics that can 

assist us in this endeavor.  Information in this report identifies racial differences, such as the large disparity between 

black and white mortality rates for HIV, homicide, diabetes, kidney disease, and hypertension. It presents health 

indicators such as life expectancy, the leading causes of death, teen birth rates, general fertility rates, and infant 

mortality rates; and it provides historical data that demonstrate movement over time. 

 

The primary sources of data used in preparing this report are certificates of marriage, divorce, live birth, 

death, fetal death, and reports of induced termination of pregnancy.  We are indebted to the hard work and 

dedication of the professionals who provide these certificates.   

 

       

Karyl Thomas Rattay MD, MS 
 

 
 

       Director 
Delaware Division of Public Health 
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