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	                                                                                                                                                      Office of budget, contracts & business services

	


August 21, 2015

DDDS Providers:
This letter is a follow up correspondence to the OBCBS June 8, 2015, DDDS provider letter sent accompanying FY15 Contract Extension Amendments.  The FY16 budget, now approved by the legislature, did include funding for the remaining rate adjustment for Residential Habilitation and Day Services (Non-Facility Based).  Therefore, new rates went into effect on July 1, 2015.  A summary of the rate increases follows:
· Residential Habilitation Rate/Hour(for Neighborhood Group Home, Apartment & Supported Living changed from $23.45 to $23.83
· Non Facility Rate/Hour changed from $23.26 to $23.64

· Non Facility Rate/15 minute unit changed from $5.82 to $5.91

In addition, the 2016 HCBS Waiver Provider Rate Schedule has been updated on the DDDS website and can be found at the following link:

http://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/ddds/files/FY2016RateChartorDDDSwebsite_042215.pdf
Your assigned OBCBS Contract Manager has already provided you with a FY16 Roster Publication, which reflected the aforementioned rate increases.  If you have not received this publication, please contact your assigned Contract Manager who will coordinate re-sending a secure email.  
Upon review of the FY16 Rosters, Residential Providers may notice some consumer rates set with 18 or more support hours may not have a rate published.  This is due to the fact that an annual review by the DDDS must be conducted to confirm that the DDDS has adequate supporting documentation to continue the rates previously authorized.  
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To avoid disruptions in provider cash flow, the DDDS has extended some of these temporary exception rates into September to allow providers time to work with their appointed Case Managers and Regional Program Directors to gather the necessary documentation.  
However, to be forthright and very articulate, it is each provider’s responsibility to initiate contact with your DDDS Regional Team.  Without these discussions taking place rate authorization paperwork, will not be sent to OBCBS to ensure prior authorizations and related funding letters are published.
Lastly, we proactively wanted to notify you about formal information alerts that the OBCBS will release in the upcoming days and weeks about the following contract topics:

1. ICD10 Conversion Guidance (please ensure your agency is prepared for this by being attentive to the DMAP Provider notices recently sent);
2. PM 62 Guidelines;
3. Revised Residential Property Approval & Authorization Form;
4. Revised Residential Service Authorization Form;
5. New Protocol for New Site Cost Reimbursement; 
6. Revised Boiler Plate Contract & Appendices Documents for FY16 Contracts;
7. New DDDS Invoice Templates for Clinical, Day & Residential Services;
8. Updated Residential Cost Report Template & Instructions

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this information please contact Nicci Johnson at (302) 741-9349; nicole.johnson@state.de.us or Valerie Smith at (302)744-9600; valerie.smith@state.de.us. 
Sincerely,

Valerie J. Smith
Valerie J. Smith, MPA
DDDS Chief of Administration

Office of Budget, Contracts & Business Services
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