
 
 

Delaware State Mental Health Authority Preadmission Screening and Resident Review 
(PASRR)  

 

 
The Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health, as the state mental health authority, works 
in conjunction with Delaware Division of Medicaid and Medical Assistance (DMMA) and the 
Division of Developmental Disability Services (DDDS), to ensure:  άLƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
illness, intellectual disability, or a related condition have special protections under Medicaid law 
to ensure that long term services and supports are provided in the most integrated setting that 
ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦέ  
 
These protections align with the obligations states have to serve people in the most integrated 
ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ !Ŏǘ ό!5!ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ 
decision in Olmstead. Preadmission Screening and Resident Review (PASRR) is a federally 
required process that prevents individuals with mental illness, intellectual disability, or a related 
condition from being admitted to nursing facilities (NFs) until a full assessment is made and the 
least restrictive, most integrated set of person-centered services are recommended to meet the 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ-related needs.  
 
For individuals who are admitted to a nursing facility, PASRR also requires resident reviews to 
identify service and support needs when there are significant changes in condition; recommend 
community alternatives to continued stays in nursing facilities; and coordinate transition 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ  όhŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмп t¢!/ CŀŎǘ {ƘŜŜǘύ 
 
DSAMH has a larger state wide goal to άŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭth services funded by the 
State are of good quality and are sufficient to help individuals achieve positive outcomes, 
including increased integration and independence, and self-determination in all life domains 
(e.g., community living, employment, education, recreation, health care, and relationships), 
stable community living, avoidance of harms, and decreased hospitalization and 
institutionalizationέ as defined by on July 6, 2011, when Delaware entered into an Olmstead 
suit settlement agreement with the United States Department of Justice to ensure that persons 
with mental illness are served in the most integrated settings appropriate to their needs.   
 
DSAMH has three assessment centers with certified care managers ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ άtǊƻƳƛǎŜ 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΦ  PASRR administration is handled by RN level care 
managers from the Wilmington Assessment Center.       

 


