
Report to the  

Delaware Healthcare 

Commission 

Wesley College 



Wesley College 

• Providing high quality liberal arts 

education to residents of Delaware and 

beyond for 142 years 

• Affiliated with the United Methodist 

Church 

• More than 17,000 alumni 

• 27 Academic Majors and  

• 34 Minors offered 

• Minority serving institution 
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Wesley College 

• Our current student body 

• Current student body of 1658 students and 

88% are fulltime undergraduates 

• Nearly 40% first generation college students 
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Wesley College 
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Wesley College 

Presenters: 
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VP of Institutional Advancement 

(302) 736-2316 
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Interim Vice President for Academic 

Affairs 

(302) 736-2420 

jeffrey.Gibson@wesley.edu 
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Vice President for Finance 
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Wesley College 

• Long history of education in the health 

sciences 

• Associate’s degree in nursing accredited in 

1969; Bachelor’s degree in 1995 and Master’s 

degree in 2003 

• 2011-12 U.S. News and World Report ranked 

Wesley’s Graduate Program in Nursing #50 in 

the country and the highest ranked program 

in Delaware  
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Healthcare Related Programs 

• Pre-Occupational Therapy 

• Pre-Physical Therapy 

• Medical Technology 

• Nursing 

• BSN 

• RN – BSN / MSN 

• MSN 

• Post-Master’s Certificate in Nursing Education 
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Wesley College 
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Employment rates  BSN Graduates       
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MSN Employment Sites 

Roles in Delaware 
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NCLEX Results 

• BSN Program First time pass rates 
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Delaware’s First Professional 

Occupational Therapy Degree 

Program 
Dr. Varleisha D. Gibbs OTR/L 

Associate Professor 

Director, Master’s of Occupational Therapy 

Wesley College 
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Occupational Therapy in Delaware 

 

• Delaware-  
• 2 Certified Occupational Therapy Programs 

• 0 Master’s in Occupational Therapy Programs 

• = Supervision challenges 

 

• Nearest Institution- 58 miles in PA 

• 9 programs within 100 mile radius 

 

• 230 Occupational  
Therapists employed in DE 

Bureau of Labor Statistics 

 

• Approx. 185 job vacancies in DE 
Indeed.com 



Demand for OT 

• Top 10 Best Careers 

 

 

• TIME, January 2014:  

   These Are the 5 Most In-Demand Jobs Right Now 

 

• Projected Growth 
• 29% Nationally  

• 23.9% for Delaware 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2014 

 

 



Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2014 

 
Employment in Delaware 210-610 
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Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2014 

DE. Annual Mean Wage $73,000 – 78,090 

Approximately 

185 job 

openings in 

Delaware 



Unexpected growth… 

• Health care reform = new challenges for providers and 
consumers 

 

  

• Healthcare providers- more accountability accountable for 
providing high quality, patient-centered, evidence-based care  

 

 

• Move towards integrated networks of providers (hospitals, 
outpatient clinics, primary care centers, community 

 

• Wesley College’s Master’s in Occupational Therapy will fill the 
gap, producing needed healthcare professionals 
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Wesley College 
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Wesley College 
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Home Health Lab 



Wesley College 

Computer Lab 
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WHERE THERE IS GROWTH 

THERE ARE CHALLENGES 

The Challenges facing Wesley College 
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Wesley College 

Cannon Hall 



Wesley College 

Cannon Hall 



Wesley College 

 

• Question & Answer 


